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only $1.50 of food per day—the pur-
chasing power of people living in ex-
treme poverty, as defined by the World 
Bank. I and members of my staff are 
taking this challenge. But for millions 
of people, this is not about 1 day or 1 
week. This is about their everyday 
lives. 

It should not be this way. As Presi-
dent Kennedy said over 50 years ago: 

We have the ability, we have the means, 
and we have the capacity to eliminate hun-
ger from the face of the Earth. We need only 
the will. 

In the past, Republicans like Bob 
Dole and Democrats like George 
McGovern came together. They led this 
battle against global hunger. Today, 
we have a moral obligation to continue 
that battle, to meet our responsibil-
ities to our fellow man and woman— 
and to our children—and to do what we 
can to end the scourge of hunger in our 
own Nation and around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s take advantage of 
this challenge. Let us end hunger in 
this generation. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF DEPUTY 
SHERIFF MICHAEL SEVERSON 

(Mr. DUFFY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise to recognize Polk County Deputy 
Sheriff Michael Severson for his brav-
ery, for his selflessness, and for his sac-
rifice in the line of duty on April 19, 
1991. 

On that day, Deputy Severson was 
shot in the spine and suffered paralysis 
from the neck down. Also from that in-
cident, his partner, Deputy Allen 
Albee, lost his life. He was a husband 
and a father of two. 

In the 23 years since that incident, 
Deputy Severson’s life would change as 
a result of his injuries, but he would 
never give up on life. Deputy Severson 
traveled and shared his story with oth-
ers. He provided inspiration and hope 
for those struggling to adjust to the 
challenging life of paralysis. 

Then, sadly, on Monday, April 14, 
Deputy Severson succumbed to his 
wounds, and he passed away in his 
hometown of St. Croix Falls, Wis-
consin. 

Mr. Speaker, for the past 23 years, 
Deputy Severson persevered. For his 
bravery, for his selflessness, and for his 
sacrifice in the line of duty, he is one 
of our heroes. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, I would ask all 
of you to join me in offering our grati-
tude for his service. On behalf of this 
entire body, we thank him, and we ex-
tend our condolences to his family. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF PASTOR 
R.C. JOHNSON 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute and honor to a 
great man, Pastor Raymond Charles 
Johnson, Sr., known in Fort Worth as 
‘‘R.C. Johnson.’’ 

Pastor Johnson moved to Fort Worth 
in 1953, where he began his work at the 
Greater Saint James Baptist Church. 
He was ordained as pastor of the 
church in 1985, and he dedicated 61 
years to the preaching of the Word. Al-
though many in the community knew 
that he was a pastor, he also worked at 
General Motors for over 32 years and 
was a Korean war veteran. In addition 
to his work in the ministry, he was a 
precinct chairman for over 50 years in 
the same precinct. 

Pastor Johnson was so proud of his 
work in Ministers Against Crime, 
where they went to local schools and 
worked in communities. I can tell you 
that they worked in those schools and 
that they made a difference in those 
kids’ lives—in their behavior and in 
their grades. He really made a dif-
ference in the community. 

Sadly, earlier this year, I was at his 
wife’s funeral. They had been married 
for 63 years. She died back in the Janu-
ary-February time period, which was 
really, really tough on him. He, too, 
succumbed just this past week. 

I want to thank Pastor Johnson for 
everything he did to help me and so 
many other people in the community. 
He is someone the Fort Worth commu-
nity will be proud of for many years. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. 
JERRY UMANOS 

(Mr. WENSTRUP asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart that I stand before 
you today to honor the life of Dr. Jerry 
Umanos, the father-in-law of my 
former staff member, Krista Umanos, 
and the father of her husband, Ben. 

Dr. Umanos was killed at the CURE 
International Hospital in Kabul, Af-
ghanistan, on April 24. He was a pedia-
trician, a man dedicated to his Chris-
tian faith, who felt called to serve 
those in need. Since 2005, this calling 
led him to Afghanistan to treat pa-
tients and to train Afghan medical per-
sonnel. Dr. Umanos had a love of and a 
dedication to the people of Afghani-
stan—a love that transcended the typ-
ical call to serve. 

His wife, Jan, asked that we honor 
her husband’s memory by opening our 
hearts to the Afghan people and to ev-
eryone around the world who needs to 
see Christ’s love for all. 

Dr. Umanos’ caring for all mankind, 
regardless of country or creed or reli-
gion, is inspiring. His death is a loss for 
his family and friends, as it is a loss for 
all of those touched by his selfless serv-
ice. While Dr. Umanos’ earthly mission 
is complete, the positive effects of his 
works in this world shall never perish. 

God bless Dr. Jerry Umanos and his 
family. 

You have made the world a better 
place. 
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HOME RULE FOR THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentlewoman from the 
District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I come to 
the floor this afternoon because of in-
terference in the local affairs of the 
District of Columbia that is about to 
take place pursuant to a hearing that 
has been called by the Government Op-
erations Subcommittee of the Over-
sight and Government Reform Com-
mittee. 

First, let me be clear. The Oversight 
and Government Reform Committee, 
led by Chairman DARRELL ISSA, has 
been respectful of self-government in 
the District of Columbia. Chairman 
ISSA has not only observed the same 
self-government for our District that 
he insists upon for his, but he has gone 
beyond that to encourage greater home 
rule and budget autonomy for the Dis-
trict of Columbia. This subcommittee 
hearing is not done under the aegis of 
the full committee but, rather, under 
the leadership of the subcommittee 
chair, JOHN MICA. 

The respect for local control lies at 
the heart of the formation of the 
United States of America, itself. It was 
the denial of that respect that led to 
the Revolution and to formation of the 
United States. Essentially, at that 
time, when Americans were saying 
taxes are a matter for local jurisdic-
tions, it meant the United States, and 
when the Constitution, itself, was 
drawn, the Framers were at pains to 
separate out local matters over which 
the Federal Government would have no 
say and no control. 

Mr. Speaker, I understand that the 
House, of course, as well as the Senate, 
maintain some control over the Dis-
trict of Columbia that Congress does 
not have over other jurisdictions. I as-
sert what should be clear in that ille-
gitimate control, but at the very least, 
I respect and thank Members who have 
not gone out of their way not to vio-
late their own principles of local gov-
ernment in order to exercise that con-
trol, as the Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee, under Chairman 
ISSA, has been clear to avoid. In short, 
don’t have hearings on the District of 
Columbia—that’s for the District of Co-
lumbia City Council. 

The Government Operations Sub-
committee has called for a hearing on 
Wednesday on the recently decriminal-
ized marijuana law in the District of 
Columbia. It is important to note that 
there are Federal and State matters 
that are implicated in this hearing. 
The subcommittee has held two hear-
ings on those implications because of 
the conflict between State and local 
law that is emerging very rapidly on 
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